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Basic Detail Report

Kilij (sword)
Date
1800s

Primary Maker
Turkish

Medium
crucible steel, gold, brass, horn

Description
Curved, single-edged crucible steel blade, with a yalman (false edge) approximately 1/3 of blade length. Blade is of "T" 
section, with very strong, flat back for upper 2/3. Blade is in line with the hilt for upper half, then widens and curves 
relatively abruptly to the point. Yalman is offset by a deep incised line below it. This area and the back edge are cross-
hatched in part and bear traces of false-damascening. Near the hilt, both faces of the blade have an openwork lobated 
koftgari cartouche with trilobated terminals. Below this on the obverse, is another lobated cartouche filled with the names 
"Allah" and "Ali" in Arabic script. The blade is secured by at least three flattened iron rivets and an organic filler to the hilt. 
The guard is of brass (probably once gilt), with fairly long straight crossguards of hexagonal section, and terminating in 
necked, egg-shaped tips. At the center, both faces of the guard are extended above and below in narrow langets. This 
guard, although badly rubbed, retains traces of incised line decoration and floral motifs. The upper face of each cross has 
damage that suggests a piece of brass linking the guards to the brass backstrap and forestrap around the grip has been 
lost. Traces of a soldered repair remain. The grip itself is of two side-pieces of horn, tapering upward and curving as it 
broadens into a ball-like terminal which is slightly curved downward. This is pierced through, and has a brass lining in a 
hole, evidently for a wrist strap.

Dimensions
76.5 × 63 cm (30 1/8 × 24 13/16 in.), 1 lb, 10 oz (weight)


